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12 July 19U9 

Noto to : us ff A.-Q21 

By: Konnoth W. Hcchlor 

Major, Infantry (Ros) 

At the end of October 19U5, when Captain MerrLam went to London 
with various questions from members of the ETO Historical Section, he 
brought along a series of questions from the "Cobra" Section concerning 
the operation of the II F.S. corps in Normandy. 

In my oral interview with General Meindl, which was a joint oral 
interview along with General Schimpf (see ETHINT 78) I reoall distinctly 
that General Melndl took a rather light hearted attitude toward the 
issues presented to him*. It is evident from his written reoort that he 
is deliberately attempting to be funny rather than necessarily to be 
accurate in his reoort. Therefore, although his reoort real'y is funny 
In soots, it r.ns to be taken with a grain of salt and the tactical 
statements thoroughly checked with German documents and other commanders 


in the area 



General E u g a n Uilnil 
af the paratreep fermatianaj 


No. 11 P.e.W. Camp, 
Bridgend, 20 April, 46 



20 July till 


Beparts Headquarters U.S. Fercss, Eursptan Theater, Main, O.P.O. 757. 

18 Mareh, 1946. 

fia$ My report an tha period from 26 July to 6 August, 1944 as asked far 
by Haadquartara U.S. Farcea, REAR A.P.O. 887 ©n 26 October, 1945* Handed 
in by ma an 3 January, 1946,- and my repart Part Ctl an Mermandy on 18 
April, 1946. 

E Preliminary Ramarka. Tha cententa af ‘Profatary* in Part »1‘ are valid also for 
tha present.Part »2« and likewise later fer Part ‘3 1 (Hhineland). Dates and 
nuaibara in Parta ‘2‘ and *3* are much less clear in my memory, since everything 
moved at auch a tremendous pace; individual sectors wsro in many cases held for 
no more than a day or two and in conaequenae I was only able to gain an impression 
of tha lay af the land and af frental cenditiens,in same instancoa > ef only a small 

sector, as I could net bo everywhere at once. And if I have ventured to quote * e f_: 
inite dates I do So only an tha understanding that in many cases they will be out 
by several days. Thera are enly a very few dates fer this period which I am able 
definitely to.establish, but I am sure af tha 19.,- 20.,- and 21 August. And I 
would emphasise once again that I am na writer and have no intention of trying to 
win a putty modal far detailed description; I would only stand gded as ar. officer 
far ay faultlaaa seldjora. in order that history will faithfully reflect their 
behavior and fighting qualities. I cannot believe that a conqueror will set any 
value an proving that tha battle was an easy one far him. It is quite certain that 

t 

tha 11. Paratraap Corps did not make the task af tha conqueror any easier , and I do 




not believe that eur fierce but fair methode of fightiAg will furnish any excuoe 

<0 

far stamping us as ‘criminals*, this would only tend £&» diminish the quality af the 




2 . 

cenfmeror's victory. I am ready, therefore, to step forward at any time and vouch 
for the bravery ef the troops under my command, taking full responsibility for v/hat 
i might cay. Fol lcv.vjng my fundamental principle 'Save as ntuch blood as you can* I 
went m.8 far ai my concept of soldierly honor woule' permit and many - not only a few - 
ov” thoir Lives to me. nnd if it is tru® that here and there I have had hard things 
to say about this or that German operation I insist that this is not blackheartedness 

on my part but only a recognition that even a great military nation has to obtain 

*ym; <«. * ^ i 


oxp-rience, if only te confirm caauitrs long known. And anyone bearing on his shoulders 
the weight of tr'o years 'at the front may be deemed to have learned something during the 
period of his military life. 




The end of July; 1944; (See Sketch No. »!•). 


The situation on the front of St. L& in the sector of the 11. Paratroopers had 

^become to a certain extent st?.bilized by 25 July. The 12. Reconnaissance 3att-ili< 

lad moved at the rifeht time onto the St. road and gene forward in a southeasterly 

direction,- just at the time the smaller attacks of the enemy against the St. Le front 

began,-with the object of improving the line there. 

I ha« succeeded in getting the 15. Paratroop Regiment, under Major Groeschkt, 

subordinated to me by the 7. Army at this time. The Regiment had alr-ady been uned 

in conjunction with other portions of the 2. Paratroop Division in the sector of the 

LXXX1 V. Army Corps and had sustained considerable 3 esses. Major Groeschke arrived on 

_the scene with fewor than 500 men ano his troops v/ere assigned to the 3. Paratroop 
"l 

)ivision as the 4 . Regiment, its ranks were filled up,-and it was assigned * position 
in a sector which for the time being was comparatively quiet. 

There was plenty to worry us in these days. Our neighbor on the left was no 

\ _ 

longer capable of holding on. The reinforcements brought up speedily, „s for example 
-the 5. Paratroop Division, had been so torn to pieces and weakened that there was no 
longer any question of a firm fighting front in the sector of the UCXXlV Army Corps. 

It was impossible to i*ake out who wa 3 leading whom, and where, or even where the most 
forward, line was located. This »?<*nt that the left wing of the 352. Inf. Div. was 
being threatened more and more, and there were practically no signs of any t'e^istance 
from our neighbor on the left, I took a good look round in this vicinity aysojf and 
.made up my mind to withdraw the redoubtable 12. Paratroop Reconnaissance Battalion 
once again from my own front and use it for the building up of lateral defense for 
tho Corps in tho neighborhood of le kosnil Herman. 

In spits of strong activity by enojv fighter-bombers ,1 ventured to move the batt¬ 
alion in the lato hours of the evening, in single small detachments on motor trucks, 
^^threugh Fervaches to Le Mesnil Herman. The firot trucks can yxng the troops arrived 




In Hi* viHnU.y of ■*> ’ ' j quart <-rn ©f +h 
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1° '.V-• ir**'. . ' v "rtly v<« < 'nr»' ' ^rKn*c‘' 

,v n , ,Ji> ,t f.M « r i 2 G"neru 1 hrMs h he**: hot out ©f Mo 

rt ©rt with t:!*’ G"*"©r.l otaff .jim only ouoca^naa ’n «i i©^ Lnr - t ik»n 
rrtsen-r ' y - h*!ii^)T*e,.'«th, by tM cnocy trnk treo_ I lakinf thf* »ttrcM G«pt«iin 
Geet-terhe her*ujon irnmeeiaMly engaged th© firot enemy tanks ./ith the 12. Ai’tJlMry 
Battalion's gur.a. It only after several of the energy t;.rks htd been knockee nut 
that the rest withdrew to tha weeds whence they had come and only then was it possible 
f»r Captain Geettsche t© bar off the main road b-fore le Lesnil v:ith his troops. 3e 
the 12, Artillery Battalion \;as ©nee again - an* for the third time within the hour - 
the oavior of the situation at the last moment, with the assistance of the remaining 
^j^ptiens «t the 352. Inf. Div. he was «.ble t© hole the m«in road for a oay)»nd it was 
•nly when the enemy tanks had encircled it an® hse shot it out of its foxholes fro-, 
the South that the battalion started to move back with the 352. Inf. Div. to lamphaiee - 
le liariage - la Pivelet. A detachment of the 12, A 03 iult Gun Brigade lent gone support 
to both the Regiment and the Division. From the shelter of eur command pest we ceula 

both soe and hear how the battle raged throughout the entire day, although having to 
b'e vory careful about jutting our headfout owing to the presence of the enemy fighter- 
bombers. The din of ehell-fire an© the motors of the tanks v;as so great that it \ as 
^^mpossible to talk over the telephone at all. Luckily, the enemy planes failed to se© 
any signs of the presence of a German command post in th'* apparent hsapn of rubble. 

Everybody and everything net urgently required by me had already been transferre-’ 
during th* previous night to th# neighborhood of la Baconniere, 2 kas northvjest of 

St. Vigor. Telephone lines to that place and likewise from there to our neighbor* 
and to the fighting detachments - (the 3. Paratroop and the 352. Inf. uiv.) - had 
been laid by th« time night was felling on the 26 July. 

At about 14.00 hrs th© Commander of the 2. r armored DiviMon,T1 aj--Gen. von 
^piottwitz, reported to me. He informer me that his mission was:- 
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Te attack aleng with the 116. Araered Diviaien (Ccunt Schwerin) under the ceroand ef 
General vea funek en a bread fbent frem the regien ef the 352. Inf. Div. acress the 
river Vire westward. The middle line ef the attackinf ferces weuld be threugh le 
Retail Herman and the ebject ef the attack weuld be te bite deep inte the flank ef 
the enemy tank ferces attacking the right wing ef the LBQQV Army Carps in a seutherly 
directiea. His 2. Araered Divislenal artillery was already leeated in.the secter ef 
the 3» Paratreep Divisien en the eastern bank ef the Vire with its muzzles painting 
west-aerthwest. 


I was fully in aceerd with the idea ef suppert by tank ferces but I ^id ne t agree 
with the way the attack by tanks was te be carried cut. I explained te rt»j*€efljfLuett- 
wita that at this tine we had enly very weak farces aleng the line mentiened previeusly, 

(U the left winf ef the Cerps, and were being attftpksd at the tine' in greater strength 

✓ 

at Hanphaire. I teld hin it was ny intentien te meve inte eceupatien ef the line ef 
le-lfesail - Baeult - Is kariage - la Fivelet - la Deasiere during that night and te 


held this line, sene 3 kns in frent ef my cenmand pest. And this line weuld be held 

\ t , 

until the tank attask relied ever it and enwardi 

But 1 eeuld premise ne useful results fren a tank attack en such a wide frent. 

The tanks sheuld first ef all ain at taking le Uesnil Herman as the nest impart ant geal 
in the path ef attack ef the enemy, »• M te prevent the 'latter fren gaining further 
1 rreund .id the direetien ef Perey. An attack with tanks sn such a brsad frent ceuld net 
hepp t# succeed and in the daytime weuld be quite eut ef the questien, swing' te the 
activity ef the ene*y planes. Persy weuld in ny estinatien be the .geal ef the enemy 

« s 

attac k , and it weuld enly be peaaible fer us ts make any headway at night time, by 
gathering all cur tank ferees fer eeaeemtrated attack. I said that in my epihien the 


cs the idea 


it fighting . During the day ws eught ts spread 


•ttt eur tank ‘ferees and eaneuAagc them cleverly, thus censtituting an antitank frent. 

/ x insisted it was net peesibld te fight tank battles hers in the sans way as in Russia 1 

ft* £* and 1942 er as ws had dsns at hems sn the exeereisc greund at Dccbnitz. ^j^ 



The retort ef k-j.Gor.ven Luettwitz mi: “What are yeu thinking *f ? All I want yeu 
te do i« te see that my right flank is preperly secured during attack, and ws shall 
|be able te thrust ferward in depth”. 

“We shall held en and maintain the safety ef yeur flanks... never fear" I replied. 
"'B't we cannet be expected te keep up with yeu and therefere yeu weuld have te flight 
in depth ritheut eur assistance and leek after the safety ef yeur ewn flanks. Se yeu 
cannet attack en a bread frent. But there is ne hepe ef an attack in the daytime 
the weather is at all suitable fer flying)" having any success. If yeu manage te take 
le Mesnil Herman alene in the way yeu want and succeed in helding en te it then I shall 
call yeu ‘Count Luettwitz*. But if an attack in depth by the Armered Cerps meets with 
success then I shall begin te think yeu are a witch riding en a broomstick. Where is 
General ven Fumek ? I should like te talk this matter ever with him" 

General ven Funck was at this time semewhere in my rear sectien and had travelled 
•n to 7. Army Headquarters fer further erders. 1 myself was summoned thither shortly 
afterward. I left, Instructions before departing fer the transfer ef the cemmand pest 

te Ikeennierc- nsar ot. Vigor, and then climbed into my »Jabeflitser’ ('bember-dedger‘) 

\ 

“ »HeepJe«h Gar* without turrets, and st-rted off fer the headquarters ef the 7. army, 
sene Jh k'ts south ef Percy in the open country. 

k¥ conversation with the Qoimand»r of the 7. Armvt 27 July: 19 LL. 

At about. I?.JO hre 1 arrived at ski GberstgrvrpenfMhre^^^cemLmd pest and found 
him there. He informed me that, the Ar esree G»rps with General Funck commanding it 
- had already start*! t.e move through my .left, wing in attack against the (lank ef the 
enemy attacking Farcy, exactly as * ij or -General ver Luettwitz wanted. I did net beat 
about the bush in expi'«^in w opinion te th* vemmander in Chief, the mere se as X 
h-d Just ascertained that the enemy tank spearhead had already come about 8 kas nearer 
Percy. I expressed my disappointment that the armer^-i civisien under ven Luettwitz 

had net been suberdinated te ms, In which oaee we aheuld have be*n able te attack that 

I i 

same night and weuld very likely have been able te retake le Ueenil Herman. TMs, «• ’ 



on i b 1 n 
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the- T-trairi. fallowing, it _ .ou3 b j t<">o J^tc and uo for ^ 

yurt of tb" entire corpc ?t '.ia'i „lr^ji ! y hf it:, I i.ake'i tb-y - ~ l n~' ™ ™ 
been thought fit to entrust th» tunk3 to *?y <\tc - kt ) <•'*';t u cl eci lino o" r -"cr¬ 
eation should be dru:.n bctw-cn the t^rk corps Lni myself, no t} a+ 1 coulo •■ ? thcr-.’ 
iny non from the von Luett\dtz sector } no u ,s to lor'; > ft«r the security of my own 
\ic stern flan!:. It wan an importent cutter for me - I insisted — ant to loo; contact 
;dth ray neighbor on the right and during a further withdrawal to th - right, eastward/* 
I would see that contact was not lott, otherwise the 1?. i aratroop Corps weulrf 30 on 


bo surrounded from.two sides «nd after ’.vhat 1 had seen I hadn»t much f*ith in the t-.nku. 
So as line of demarcation the river Vire - from Pont farcy northv.^rd. was decided on 
^Ln the meantime. The 352. Inf. Oiv. would remain -hero it v;ao for the meantime and 
would be subordinated to the Armored Corps from 24.00 hrs on that day* for the attack. 
After the attack the division would be withdrawn from the line for reconstitution. 

Tho 12. Artillery Battalion ano other portions of the 11. Faratroop Corps could be 
withdrawn that night, provided that the vdthdrawal was ensured by tank support. In 
place of the 352. Inf. Div. a now Army (Heer) infantry division would be allotted to 
me within the next few days. And in tho leadership of the LXjQLIV. Army Corps a change 
would bo madejliaj.-Gen^wwj Koltitz would be replaced by liaj.-Gen. Elfeldt and the 
Chief of the 7. Army - General Pemsol, would be replaced by Col. von Orsdorff of the 
General Staff. 

On being thue informed, I asked "And what about mo?.... Why am I not being 
replaced ? I failed to hold St Le(. fhis is the thanks one gets when one has dene 

ene's duty te the utmost? "No I"... was the reply. "Den‘t bo vexed. It ian»t sol 

The Paratreep Corps is the only formation which did and still does hold out. You 
have done all in your power". W I am not vexedJ I am ragingl" I replied. The 
people above us are always trying to cateh us formation loaders out in a mistake 
and wo are made tho ocapogoats for everything that goes wrong although wo never fail 
te point out and shall continue to point out the consequences of the mistakes made 
by those above us. W# paratroopers" shall continue to have our own ideas, but our faith 



in ru r ou; *r^»n hi no":ir>ti i'- bcvi? I You ycur >f, a -rr u:' r'tgru. orlt'hrjr, 
«« rv ;; 3 31 ho’.fcl i 1 'vn i ~> i j£ mg ou+ t'or* nr>, ^^« *’ r ' - - “' rojj «ri 

inuieguacieo , railing ho-, * t «*v • ;ro;he-ico m mcvit, u-J' c«.t'ctro;M, .n’ 1 l .*v > 
fior.e this,to* - whil 1 - thcr- wua ctxll tiro Wt to c-King© *i tterc. U<v, «. breakthrough 
by the -nemy into tbo Mart, or’ Franco i ..hso.lut.~V inevitable rr you «.oJ 1 ''no;/ ..h*t 
that meanst I sh.ll no” -^th/'r/•;/ the 12. rt rtill~ry Bxtt^lion behinc the j. h-.re.troo; 
Divisj on us soon us the tanks t:ve aov-a into the position and I givo uj with u heavy 
heart the 352. Inf. biv. hitherto nulorainutro to -au arc’ torrerrov morning I chxll trmr 
for v, y cersraaml post behind the center of the 3. Furatroop bivisionl 1 

The Comm. noer jn Chi°f agr*ed to thir _nd I left and ctart- f - off - th«*t is to 
cay ~ r I tri-vd i?y best - to gH lack to n y command post, but I ;,ac 'strafed' unmerciful1; 
en the return route by the enemy fighter-bombers. I hud to dive out of ry car ana t*ke 
' c*ver more than thirty tines o' th* way. It was n*t till darkness ./as f oiling th*t I 
arrived h*ck at the command post which ha. just bem set up -t Bacrnniere. It us in 
truth a very hard day f*r a troop l'> , n*r - a c’ay I ahull net easily forget. 
c 0n my arrival, I found klujor or Lieutenent-Colenel von Klug®, son of Field L-tr&hul 
v*n Kluge, along with the Chief of tho General at-.ff, Ke ha -1 bo-*n waiting for sene 
Considerable tine. His father won in the habit, of sending hira from atxff to Stuff ao 


what he called a 'front traveller* but what we in our way ©f speaking called a spy, 
with the abject *f collecting his impressions for 'the *ld nan' (this is what the 
Gorman original says. Trans.) - and I was just in the right frame ©f mind to tell 
a'nan who was not only a spy but whe had not the foggiest notion of the r©ul con¬ 
ditions at th* front what ny opinion was 1 

S* I said to him... "Floas© tell yeur father that things have now reached such a 
pass that it is no longer possible to hold on to Normandy as the troops are by this 




.* completely exhausted. This is all duo to the order to' held cn in hopeless pos¬ 


itions. And yet ws are etill being ordered »to held enM The enemy will certainly 


1 


n«w break threugh m eur Vest and evertaks us. And what de we de then!? Everything 
will depend en the efferts ef a eeuple ef tank divisiens! I tell yeu here and new 
that nsthing - abselutely nething, will be achieved by the tank divisiens If they 
}fellew the sane netheds as hithertel It weuld be far better te use then fer building 
up an antitank defense, instead ef threwing then away en imaginary geals as in tank 
■aaeetnrers en a nap! We in Neraandy have experienced what it is like to lie under 
the flail ef a fabuleus air superierity. There is ne chance new ef achieving anything 

t 

at all exeept by attaek at night. The tank attack scheduled fer teaerrev; merning ;dll 
serve ne useful purpeee whatssever, fer it will be made en tee bread a frent and cann- 
et be started until dawn is beginning te break. That is enly my ewn persenal epinien, 

I admit # and we paratreapers den*t knew anything abeut tank warfare ! And new they've 
^aken the 352. Infantry Divisien away frem me, en which the whele supply and previsien- 
ing ef the Cerps depended and still depends! Se please tell yeur father all I have 
said te yeu". 

The yeunger ven KLuge was- eenpletely taksn aback! I knew I said a let mero inte the 
bargain but I cannet retail every werd I speke. But I felt that I had te unburden 

myself at last, and I did se! 

At abeut 22.00 hrt General ven Funck arrived in and gave me an explanatien regarding 
the attaek ef the tank eerps. He enquired alse abeut the metheds ef fighting ef the 
enemy tank fermatiens. I explained te him that in the event ef an enemy tank attack 
the intepventien ef the enemy air ferces - altheugh I did net claim te knew anything 
abeut tank fighting- weuld play the decisive - er at least £ decisive - rele. 

The enemy planes weuld fern a epeciee ef bell made up ef fighter-bembers, which 
weuld meve in frent ef the tank spearheads and flit frem seeter te aecter, and behind 
this the tank spearheads weuld fellew. Any resistance put up by us weuld net enly be 
peumeed upen gleefully by the enemy planes but weuld be smashed with relich by the 
enemy tanks. The rele ef the enemy fighter-bembers was net merely a cemplementary 




eme but in peint ef fast rendered quite superflueue the'fire-bell* ferm»d by artil- 


lOff shells knew* te us. This was my epinien. 
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And since the fighter-bember net only carries eut recermaiasanc• but immediately 
thereafter takes its part in the fighting we should have te have extremely good 
c ™nuflage and shew an apparently empty battlefield, two cenditiens net very easy 

fulfil fer tanks ! And further, as enemy activity in the air had been mere lively 
that day than it had been fer seme time en eur left wing and had been kept up right 
till darkness was falling it could safely be assumed that'.-..his center ef gravity had 
been located here and that he had almest certainly leng since discevered beth the 
arrival and meving into position ef beth tank divisiens 1 and se far as a tank attack 
by daylight frem our sirte.x-as concerned I had ne faith in such an action at all! And 
I did not forget te stress thl3 reint . I requested that the 352. Inf. Div. be released, 
as quickly ac ever may be, ac the men in it were simply at the end ef their tether ana 

longer possessed the slightest fighting value. I myself,- I said - weuDj be transfer¬ 
ring my command post in the morning te behind the center of the 3. Paratreep Division 
- se,'.©where in the vicinity of St. Martin Deu. 


At about 90.00 hrs X was rung up by Maj-Gen. von Lust twit a and informed by him 

\ 

that he had already attacked on a broad front and had jupt received a report that his 
most forward elements had ‘already* reached the line south of lo Mesnil - Raoult - 

le Mennil - Opac - Mayen, in mobile attack and ‘things were going well* .* 

"I believe you"... I replied. Let your treeps be handed on,- forward of this 
line there are still portions of the 352. Inf. Div. and the 12. Artillery Battalion in 

s 

position,- waiting patiently to be reliovod by the tanks. You can safely venture to 
push your attack forward on to the heights of this weeurity lino with success. Wo 
ourselves have held on to this lino so far™Howovor, so far as I see things the most 
important thing of all is to take le Mosnil again for the enemy is increasing the 
weight of his attack all the time southward - in the direction of Percy. 

Towards mid-day.... no word having boon received from the tank formations, at 
^^tho instigation of my Chief of Staff Colonel Blauensteiner, I 


rang up General von 
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Luettwitz again and 'playing dumb* - »sked quite innocently how the t^nko wore getting 
•n. I knew, ef course, that something had gene r.reng b-cauce no 'rpecial announce¬ 

ment' had come through. In a noticeably chastened tone ef veice ilaj.-Gen. von Luett;dtz 
informed me that he ha# been ferced te give up the attack as it h^d proved impossible te 


nuke anj headway jn face ef the everwhelming superiority of the enemy in the air. 


He had. se he informed me.... neved inte eur line and was helping it in cooperation 

with the 352. Inf. Divl The assault guns ef the 2. Paratroopers had successfully beaten 
off an eneipy attack! (They were under the charge of the capable Serjeant-Major Grune- 
wald of my old regiment). 

I asked that the assault gun dstachmsnt be handed back te me, as it had at its 
iU.spoaal the riches of twenty or more assault guns, but I didn't say a v/erri about the 
tanks. It was only twenty-four hours later that I get them back with the 12. Artillery 
Battalion, after they had rescued the tanks from more than one critical situation, their 
crows knowing what wae meant by tho word 'fighting*. Thoso tank people had failed to 
exploit properly tho Normandy landing. If they had done as wo always did and recenn- 
Oitorod,on foot first of allj the way for the assault guns and tanks, and if they had 
thsn stolenforward like Rod Indians with thsss wsapsns right up closs ts ths ensmy they 

would have boon successful too. Of course, they would have' had to got off their 

'gasoline wagons' but that was somsthing which had never occurred to them and anyhow 

W 

they wouldn't have done that, for of course it was not pleasant going in tho firing 
zone. It wao much safer to 'bob down' and shut ths lid. And with ths enemy fighter- 
bombers as vigilant aa they wore they stepped wandering areund withsut any reconn¬ 
aissance and leaving tracks behind at thatI This meant that they weren't sure Just 
whgt they wore supposed to bo doing,— they felt themselves in an inferior position, 
and so tho most of thorn did nothing at all. And if one aokod for something front thoso 
superior people then there was sure te be somsthing not in order or else not there. 

^t was only when tho word 'retreat* reached their oars that they all started forward 
with alacrity and of course got in one another's way and blocked ths roadl 





what our a 33 «.u'r. gun* had perform## '.uth such splendia off j ciency right t* + 
iujericn.: en> t,h* t <.n'm cculr l iuvr m *i ■ f ar -or „„ j\ i‘ t> jr^-t r ivstUit*, 
only u few of tho t*nk eorsr.iv.p.'i^ro K.' t,l •» ii "i^ht t-~ ::: - or cou"i< h ce.rvir.c 
in c’Itcug sierv-tha.t the w-rt of the gre<*t t*r.k b;ttJec - *’or us - */a3 ^&£t t ■jj^ -j 

now h-d to wako up from a beautiful create I 

But there was a let worse to ce m e yet !. 

Tho 352. Inf. Div. was withdrawn a uay or tv;© l-.tcr,- aft^r Forcy h«i.d boon lost. 

,1 don't like to think of thin period now. Its Commandsr, k^j.-Gen. Kr-ic was killed 
while travailing to tho roar in a tank on the day of the withdrawal,- somevhsro in 
tho vicinity of tho town of Vire. 

That afternoon I transferred ny command poet te a farmhouse some 1,50U meters 
„w««t of St. kartin Dou, a place with a good view over the sector of the 3. Paratroop 
Division. The 12. Artillory Battalion made its way t© tho rear during the night and 
wa* declared a Corps reserve for the meantime. 

Fron about tho 28 July to the 6 August (Sketch No. »2») . 

Vfith regard to oventa during thie tragic period I would refer the reader t© ray 
report, written and handed over in January in Camp ‘l 1 . 

In ray capacity of Commanding General I had at this time enly the 3. Paratroep 
jf Mvifien wifch four regiment* - the 5«, 6 ., 9., and 15. - along with the Corps detach¬ 
ments, under me. And. tho regiments, as well as the 12. Artillery Battalion, were only 

up to about 50# of strength.heavy weapons and artillery perhaps ?5)»> but with a 

pronounced shortage of munitions of every type, tfe had te hoard shells and use every 
weapon most sparingly. The artillory fire had to be concentrated and directed against 
immobile targets. 

It was perfectly clear to me that I could not afford with these meager forces to 
allow myeelf to be drawn into any heavy defense fighting on a broad front,- more 


^pecially as I was convinced by this time of the * senselessness of the whole thing*. 
I did not want to bo responsible for shedding blood needlessly. But the most tragic 
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.faatura af the whala sarry businaas was that it Waa aut af tha question t# talk apsnly 

t 

•r frankly with wy**» - with tha axsaptian if «y Chiaf if Staff Calantl Blausnstainsr, 

fallawad mf thaughts la ararything and aharad tha iaaar eanflict with na. And as 

»* 

a aaldiar aaa had ts kaap im'i iaaaraast thaughti hiddaa fraa tha nan, ar tha situatian 
waold kan rasultad in a still graatar eatastrapha than .was alraady claarly baginning ta 
inks dhapa. 

. frail this tiaa aa I anly caadustad a delaying battla with tha halp af tha Carpa. 

It 'was aa axprassly farbiddaa typa aftaetieal warfart, but with tha fareas at ana's 
dlnpaaal it was tha anly kind that eauld ba earriad aa. Only thara was aa raal 
aonmaa far naming it ' dafanaira fighting by dalayiag taetica'. 

| .fha warst af all, hawsrar, was that as a rasult af tha parlaus pasitiaa af ana ar 

^thar af aur lataral nalghbars,- aithar an tha right ar an tha laft - wa wars cans- 

, ■* ✓ 

tshliil j baing faraad ta 4a sasMthing, and had ta naka suddan springs ta tha raar, aa 
•4 mat ta ba rallad up fran tha aids ar aran fran tha rasr by tha anany. Wa busiad 
s^rsalras s 1 st ta kids fr*« tha anady aur raal strangth and tha pasitian af tha vast 
forward lias, aad^Wqf tha nast part wa wara sueoassful in this. But this unstaady 

i*. ' 

and saaatawtl? ^** 1^*1 nathad af fighting anly succaadad in furthar axhausting tha 

\ - 

/ 

lssrar aa^HMid sad tha trdapa,- physically, as nantianad rapa&tadly praviausly. 

** *'w ' ( 

And' as all nsaan ant s had * unfartunataly - ta ba sarriad aut at night-tins and tha 

• • 

sights wara wary shart at that tin# wa wars in tha paaitisn af nat baing abls ta 
eatint an tissa ta aur halpar wharaas it waa an tha sida af tha anany all tha tina,~ 
WartdLag aau- Muhtly far him. And whila ha pursuad us cautiausly, risking nathing,- 
ha thus savad shadding blaad naadlassly an his awn aida whila wa far aur part wars 
dr It an sa ralantlaasly by tha inaxarabld march af avants that frant day ta day tha 
trying naad far tlaap anang tha traaps and lsvrar caamand bacana mare «nd mare urgant. 

. But I hara alraady rafarrad ta tha cansaquancaa af avar-axhaustian, in Part •!«. 
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The last days ef July. 

The, planned attack en eur part through le Me snil westward, - as esuld have been fereseen 

^ent inte the bulrushes' - (Trans .was a complete fiasce) - On the centrary I Far 

from our tank attack being a success, ven Funck of the tanks was unable te prevent the 

\ 

further thrust forward ©f the enemy en Percy. True, - when the main redd te that place 
was reached we had a slight breathing space, but my western flank was new gravely 1 


endangered. A special messenger arrived new with word that 'tanks had ferced their way 
‘into AvranchdV This meant that the springboard far a leap inte France had been put in 

place. I said te ray Chief ef Staff ..... n kt last 1 1 New we'll have the .enemy air forces 

«» 

at our backs. The British will seen get busy en us". >' 

For us it was a matter ef keeping close contact with eur right neighbor. A break¬ 
through at that point would be the end ef us 1 As usual, we always had eur noses poked 


furthest inte the enemy 1 We would now have te secure the line between ourselves And 
•ur neighbor en the right (unfortunately alee the Army perimeter) - by deep echelenment 
ef the 9. Paratreep Regiment en the right wing. We had new te din into the heads ef 
every N.C.O. in the entire Carps - even these ef the supply columns te the 'rear - that 
the link en the right muet be maintained. The supply treeps would have te withdraw in 
an easterly directien. The aesitionJoiL the, left neirhbe r and the T.mnu- Ar«r n.r f ■ 
^wao net te be maintained. 

It wae passible, hewever, that the enemy had in mind to deliver a smashing blew, 

- as I would certainly have dene had the position.been reversed — and with' the British 
attacking with a etren|echelened east flank seuthward - and the Americans attacking en 
=the west flank eastward with all the forces at their disposal -try te sweep together 
all eur Normandy treeps and cut us off, from France. it would still be possible te 
save part ef eur forces with the cautiousness the enemy was .then shewing, by making a 
heroic effort, but I knew very well that the Highest Command would net be able te 
Hf!make up. its mind te thie, because then - its own failure would be the mere evident 





to all eyes. It was now ©nee again tbs tine - yrhaps the „ 3 t moment. for taking 

a tremenaous decision , so as to be able perhaps te put up a longish resistance «.t the 
Jline. If only the nights bad net been so terribly shortl 

However, to spend time wishing for this or that was useless. Those up at 

the top wore apparently still waiting for a miracle to happen - a miracle which was t® 
be performed by a couple ©f tank divisions, and were busy talking one another's heads 
off while the leadership and the formations were melting away. On top of all this, 
-our propaganda announced the attempt of the 20 July and its consequences, 3 © it was 
up to us as paratroopers t© sea that ©ur honor wa 3 not besmirched] The world was sot 
.on our destruction.,,..,. Good] rfe would still hold on t© our blunderbusses. 

Of course, I could only express myself in this way to ray Chief of Staff! However, 


in different terras I gave ray opinion to the Commander in Chief, SS Oberstgruppenftlhrer 
hausser, and if I did not use exactly the same words I nevertheless made it quite clear 
to him what I thought. A day or two later I rang up my neighbor on the right - General 
-Straube of the Infantry,- or rather, I tried to. I v.s 3 only able to get in contact with 
his Chief of Staff, Colonel Zoeller. I told him in conversation with him that my neigh¬ 
bor on the right made rather an uncertain impression on me, 30 far as maintaining the 
link between our twe forces, and added that it seemed to rae that insufficient‘prepar¬ 
ations had beon made for the pessibility of an enemy breakthrough. I recommended, 
therefore, that at least somebody should give thought te the possibility of sealing 
off such a breakthrough. I said that from our observations it appeared that the enemy 
was thinking of making an attack very soon. 

Instead of going into the matter, this Chief of Staff rang up the Ceramander in 

Chief in the vVest immediately and gave him a report of *ay fears*.'that we should 

hold on in face of the enemy and not keep casting glances backwards to the rear' 

1 

Before another ten minutes had passed the line was cleared for Field Marshal von Kluge 
to speak to me on a 'command blitz call* and I was given a thorough dressing down for 
expressing such an opinion.. * You must hold on as told to, it is an 
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U“ both st-rtee then to b„lk about the posit? an at rtV v, ^r.chec,.. h* t-jl^oe of the 

possibility of another counter-attack by our trr.ks. 1^ however, felt tb*' very gravest 

- 1 

doubts about this, as in r»y e:>:p»rience the only time the tank:, coul - be aej entfeo, to put 


on » spurt v.as vhen they v/ere retreating 






30 July or 31 August (?) . 


The advent ef the next 4ay brought with it an end to speculation concerning 

I 

the situation of ay neighbor on the right. I believe it was the 126. Inf. Div. 

The forenoon brought a heavy artillery barrage on the heads of our neighboring troops 
on the right and on fhd right wing of our Corps. The 126. Inf. Div. received a thor¬ 
ough pasting with bombs twice before aid-day and we told ourselves that the party was 

* / 

about to commence. The 9. Pf’Jratroop Regiment behind the right flank reported to us 

that there was not much left now ef their right neighbors, the men had lost their 

heads and didn't know what they were doing; the British had new come forward a further 

^^ais and were standing now up against our flank. So I ordered that the 3. Paratroop 

Division should withdraw as soon as darkness fell to some three or four kilometers 
✓ 

from the Rerigny Front into the general line of th® formations,- the 9. Paratroop 
Regiaeht would secure the asvement by forming the flank defense west of Guillerville 
and Fouquerie,- the 12. Artillery Battalion would secure the movement northeast of the 
bend in the river Viro at Sourdeval (Hill *204').- The encirclement en both sides of 
the Corps on the 30 July was rendered more and more threatening by the attack of the 
British against the 126, Inf. Div. and by the American attack and push through Percy. 
My neighbor on the right, - General Straube - assured me'that the situation would be 
^^.abillzed by an* attack of the 21. Armored Division, under Maj.-Gen. Feuchtinger - 
against tfre eastern flank ef the British, attacking toward the Seuth. I, however, 

•had ne faith in the success of a tank push from eur side and consequently I decided 
during the night to withdraw the entire 3. Paratroop Division to the southern bank of 
the Vire. And now there came a report from the front that the fronts] pressure of the 
enemy was increasing in strength as seen as he had discovered that there were hardly 
any troops of ours in occupation ©f Torigny. Our camouflage measures had worked very 
well. The enemy new started to press forward mere 3trsngly than hitherto from Torign^. 
sward the South, - something which could endanger our nocturnal withdrawal. The 5- 
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and 15. Rc£ira*rit5 ’Acre therefore ordered that afternoon t© give ground before the 
enemy in the center of the movement, an easy job for our paratroopers even in the 
^aytime in that thickly weeded landscape, and then to strike back against the flanks 
©f the pursuing enemy before ©ark so as to obtain elbew-reem fer us to get across tho 
Vire undisturbed. The two regiments on the wings,- the 8. on the left and on the right 
the ?. Regiment, were to secure the flanks ef the Corps by holding on and by means of 
? lecal ceunterpushes. 

That evening, the enemy was completely taken by surprise by the sudden attack 
and v;e were even able to drive him back toward Torigny. More we had not hoped to 
achieve. 

^ But in front of the eastern flank ef the Corps the situation had taken a less 

, favorable turn by that evening. There, the British had penetrated f©r about 10 kns 
deep inte the completely unsecured flanVef the Corps. Luckily, however, the British 
and Americans had a line ef demarcation between their two forces at that point, and 
here the sane 'eyelid' effect as had appeared in eur own demarcation lines could be 
observed. It would have been a perfectly easy matter to cut off tho 3., Paratreep 
•Division before the Vire (to the north). A few reconnaissance pushes by the British 
in weak strength wore easily repulsed by the 9. Paratroop Regiment. But of a rolieving 
j.ttack by our 21. Armored. Division there was nothing to be soon or heard. 

By taking a British patrol armored car 'alive*, after its leader - who had boon 
woundod - had been conveyed with his buddies to corps headquarters at St. Martin Dou, 

= we learned that wo had the Guards' Armored Brigade up against us and by consulting a 

■v 

map wo saw that we had new no chance of achieving anything further after the city of 
Vire had been taken. This only strengthened my resolve to move the 3. Paratroop 
Division over the Vire in the night and above all to circumvent" a pursuit by tho 
British. We had now to move pretty nimbly, to prevent tho sector, with its troopw^^^ 
exhausted as they were - from being overwhelmed in tlhe .course of one night. Reconn¬ 
aissance patrols fer tho movement wore carried out late in tho afternoon, despite tho 
approaching battles along the front, and the troops crossed tho Vire thereafter during 
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the night. (See Sketch «3») . 

A weak covering force at the rear on the commanding heights between Mont Bertraud 
Beauvrigny secured the front against pursuit, which, however, never took place, 
thanks to the darkness. On the contrary, the enemy moved forward cautiously on the 
day following and with trepidation. By dawn, the Corps stood on the southern bank of 
the Viro with the main body of its treeps, in the strong Vire sector. Once again the 

N.C.O's and paratroopers had achieved the almost impossible, and I have to give them 

/•> 

full credit for this. Completely exhausted as they wero they new managed to build up 
a "^kbshift front along the roads as security. But the 12, Artillery Batallien and the 
-S. Paratroop Regiment had to take over the front south of the bend in the Vire eastward 
as_far as the region of St. Marie, so as to protect our flanks against a British 
Araorod Division (the 11.?) which had thrust forward to this point. So what use was 
the strong Viro sector which - had w* occupied it four weeks earlier, might have been 
of the greatest service te us and saved us so much ? 

• Both of my neighbors had now been pressed back acress tho heights in this sector 
some 5 t« 8 kms on either side of me. And although w« wore used to being in such a 
situation,again wo wore threatened with encirclement. I avoided this throat by with¬ 
drawing with my troops during the night of the 1 August te the general line of La 
^Gravdrie - la Bettiero - Landelles et Ceupigny. Our cemmand post was transferred 
te Ceulancea, and twe nights later - te Maisencelles, seuth ef Viro. 
c 2 August. 1944. 

I was not able to bring more than a couple ef 8,8 cm anti-aircraft batteries 
te bear against the push by the British armered division sast ef the Viro on tho 
city of that namo. I placed these hard northeast of tho city - inside of the triangl^ 
formed by Vire - Vandry - la Papillouiere and my mission was to form a dofonso agaihst 
enomy tanks oven in close fighting. We succeeded in forcing the eneay tanks te make a 

detour ever and ever again. No protection by means of use of paratroops was possible 

> 

before night fell, it was a very critical day for us, all the mere inasmuch as an 
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&»> armored division whose nunber I no longer recall i.hs ch \j.r, cent in h«.d or.lv got as 
far as as the heights north of Comte. Thi3 was a chance for the officer in charge of 
a British tank unit, if only they had known about it I 

it was only feasible for mo, however, to make contact with the SS division by 
attack, because the enemy - both infantry and tanks - had now trickled through 
between me and th» SS people. But the holding of the city of Vire depended on my 
establishing this contact, as I had boon ordered to do,and as ras of vital importance 
for the survival of ths 3. Paratroop Division. 

The attack to tho loft wing of the SS at Courte (Trans. the v/riter spells this 

place name as 'Courte* now although on tho last page he spelt it as 'Coate') - was 
carried out by the 8. Paratroop Regiment in spite of its state of exhaustion, while I 
spread tho 5. paratroop Regimont out in echelons in the region around Viossoise for 
the contingency of counterblows. Tho 9. Paratroop Regimont and tho 12. Artillery 
Battalion moved last of all frontally toward the city of Viro and crossed'the heights 
west and southwest of tho place in a rearward direction. Everything went according 
to program and tho crisis was circumvented for us for a few days at least. 

About tho 3. 4. and 5 of August. 1944 - (See Sketch '4') . 

Attacks in lesser strength against the city of Tire in these days were repulsed. 

Our ever-exhausted paratroopers wore able to got a little respite. For a few days 
there had boon from six to eight tanks from tho Armored Instructional Division with 
tho Cop*ps, without, howover, evor having boon sont into battle. They were takon 

from us again round about tho 5 or 6 August, although it was at that very tine* that 

» * 

they would have boon of moot use. On about tho 4 « 5 August a newly formed division 
of tho Army (Heer), under MaJ.-Gen. Dotling - was brought up, and was entrusted - 
against ay dssiros - with tho dofonso of tho city of Viro. Our own perimeter ran 
as of 5 August oast of Viro, so that we had to move our fighting strip eastward. Wo 
wore not being soared I Even when tho 12 Artillery Battalion and tho 9. Paratroop 
Regiment wore being withdrawn I was able to see that ny estimate of say new 'cellab- 
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•rat*r' had im *• imii b**n t** pessimistic. Th*** peepl* had n* *xp*ri»nc* *f fighting ] 
' V* mw l**k*d with anxiety teerard *ur w*st flank, but r*fl*ct*d that th* SS arm*red 
^Tamtry war* im «v*ry sens* d*p*ndabl* fighters. S* th* 12. Artillery Battalion wa* 
•pr*ad *ut in depth al*mg with th* 9. Paratr**p R*gi»*nt b*hin4 th* l*ft wing *f th* 
4iTiBi*m **uth *f Vir*,' t* a* t* b* abl* in th* *v*nt *f the fall *f Vir* at l*a*t t* 
bar *ff th* r*a4 l*a4ing t* th* Southeast. Thi* n*a*ur* wa* c*»pl*t*d a few days later. 

k 

During th*«* days, f*r th* first tint* 4uring th* wh*l* war, a high*r *ffic*r *f th* 
High C*«*a»4 *f th* W*hrmaeht lan4*4 in at th* h*a4quart*r* *f th* C*rp*. It wa* 

G*m*ral Warlin*nt (2). H* wa* very *xeit*4 ab*ut th* activity *f the *n*ny fighter- 
b«ab*rs, although a* a matter *f fact th* latter ha4 b**n strikingly quiet f*r 4ays.. 

^pf*rtunat*ly).They w*r« m**t likely busily *apl*yed in th* r*gi*n *f Avranch** 

at th* tint*. "I gav* him an account *f th* situation, an4 the way everything ha4 devel- 
•p«d... *waring him n*thingl I t*14 him that w* ha4 4*n* *v*rything... but really 
everything p***ibl* t* mak*.thing* *a*y f*r th* *n*my, thank* t* the-*r4er* issuing in 
penny number* fr*m ab*v*', an4 which even at th* quickest always arrived at least f*rty- 
•ight h*ur» t** lat*. Far t** littl* attention ha4 been pai4 t* the v*ice© ©f these at 
the fr*nt and *v*n l«s* attention had been paid t* maintaining th© lia**n with it. 

It wa* imperative that *ffic*r* *f th* Higher C*«mand *f th* Vfehrmacht *h*uld ceme *ut 
^^•quwrtly t* th* fr*nt lin* and wh*n th*y get as far as that - spend at least a week 
th*r*. In thi*'way w* w*uld n*t have been caught Jb*tw**n'th* d**r and the hing** 1 j 
. th* way th* Higher C*mmand conducted matter* it w*uld b« quit* impossible *ver really 
t* g*t t* knew th* tr**p* in th* fr*nt lin*. General Ufarliment shrugged his gheulders 
and let m* talk, changed the subject seen t* th* question *f the attack *n Avranch**, 
and shortly aft*r thi* t**k hi* leave. He belenged t* th* **t *f tey **ldi*r» inte 
wh**e hand* Fate had plac«d *ur fertunet 
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6 or 7 Aumat. 1944. 

Gn the 6 er 7 August the city ef Vire was lest te eur right neighbor and v;e - 
12. Artillery Battalien and the 9. Paratreep Regiment - had the task ef barring 
off the reads leading seuthward. Detling's division hao n*t finished with the enemy 
troops pressing en Tinchebray and Flers. I had moved the Corps command pest te la 
Lande,- near Flers. 

The visit ef SS Oborstgrussonftihror Hausser te Corns Headquarters en 6 er 7 Aug. 
Commander in Chief ef the 7. Aray took a quick leek-in at my headquarters, so 
as te give ne a brief summary ef the general situation. Te the East and South ef 

, t 

Avranches groups quickly thrown together were still holding out at the tine. The enemy 

• prepared hinself to attack and push forward eastward. The situation of the Funck 

t 

armored corps and the UXX1V. Army Corps - now under the command of Maj.-Gon. Elfeldt - 
was not very clear. A strong tank attack was to be made from our side during the next 
day er two in the direction of Avranches, so as to sew up the holo, I was teld...*;..« 

I really could not help it.... I had to laugh J But I folt very sorry for the Comman¬ 
der in Chief as a man.. "You surely don't believe that would succeed". 

"Well,*.that would you do ?" .. "I ?J.... I wetjldn't attabk at alll 

An attack, with the enemy enjoying such complete air superiority eeuld not penetrate 
y far. In any ease.... it's at least a week too late to mount such an attaekl 
1 see the situation somewhat differently.If Straubs and myself are heavily 
attacked within the next few days that will mean that the enemy as trying to create a 
starting post for the pais to Franco in the general lino - Caen - Vire - Avranehes; in 
that case we shall be able to enjoy at least a couple of weeks leave. If the enemy 
doesn't try an attack in strength, and is content to keep us occupied in the center 
with various small attacks, it will mean that ho is planning a decisive blow, inasmuch 
as he will press in with strong flanks on the flanks of the forces standing in Neraamdy- 
jp- over then to pursuit with the object of overtaking us,- and cut us all off frost 

Franco. A real'Caamm* battle'on a grand seals,- with us helping him all we can and 
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nuking things as easy as possibles for him. ^ us ^. absolutely challenging 

him to such a battle I I'll tell you what I would do, if I'm asked to express ar. 
^opinion......... £ would gather together all available tanks, assault guns,- anti¬ 
aircraft and notarized units and use them as a deeply echeloned rearv/ard covering 
force, sending then ento all reads and streets as antitank defense. And under the 
protection «f these motorized covering forces I would move all the heavier elements,- 
■ but above all... the 'footsloggers*,- the infantry and paratroop divisions, in long 
forced marches at night from the present front eastward. And perhaps in this way we 
might get the main body behind the Seine t Of course, jt would not be possible to do 
this without sustaining heavy losses from the efforts of the enemy air forces, but in 
^Plhe way we are going new we are heading for a modern .Cannae in which we shall be over¬ 
whelmed in three dimensions l'" No J The Commander in Chief could not persuade me of 
the usefulness of an attack on Avranches nor could he make me believe in the likeliehood 
of our holding out i 
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21 ,. 

1 ? to i'U( t , I C L,L,, 

The enemy no., only cv^rton ; r^'.sur* rloviy agoO-P^t -*ur front. ,*s h^r" about xt 
’a}.] from the cr^v n of i’n« supply vehicles - sometimes the nevs they traugrt 'as tr“ 
truth, but' more often it nan completely garbled, but we dia learn of the 3ucc:c3 of 
the enemy in the plains of France. The counter-attack by our ©\.n tank 3 against 
Avranches was naturally a failure. And the riist-nir.t of th~ trains toward th-ir 

9 

? 

leaders grey; from day to day. Tha s could be noted from the questions asked by my 
K.C.O's - who opeke t® me quite openly en the subject. And again the 11, Farutroop 
Corps was the one to have its nose 3tuck furthest into the enemy and it was so from 
this time onward,- te right and left the danger of encirclement continued to increase, 
^^e attacks frera the region of Caen gained ground more and moro quickly, and to rae - 
at any rate - it was clear that tho enemy had chosen the grandio 3 o solution - and 
/leant te cut us all eff from France. 

Mjr cenveraatien en 12 August, 1944 with the Commander in Chief of the 7. Army . 

r The Commander in Chiof of the 7. «rmy observed."Our own attack on Avranches 

did net win threugh. On the left wing of our troops tho enemy has now complete freedom 

te meve into Brittany and tho plains of France. How long single sizeable villages will 

hold eut under the ‘fighting commanders 1 is uncertain. But in any case the main threat 

^1 ef encirclement by the Americans in the South. The British aire making strong and 

successful attacks en eur n^ghber en tho right.... (please excuse pen, paper, and ink; 

its net the fault of a prisener ef war) - thoy are moving against and east of Falaice. 

There is a danger of the 4 and 6. Divisions being cut off. an attempt must therefore 
* 

Be made in collaboration with our neighbors te avoid encirclement by a strongretroat 
movement in depth carried out at night. Cur first destination will bo east ef tho 
Orno. Hew far do you think the 11. Paratroep Corps can be expeetd to get in ©no night?” 
“The retreat itself presents no difficulties to the Corps - provided we are given 
||||,he gaseline and spare tires whioh ws nesd ss urgently fer all eur vehicles and if the 

paths ef retreat are clearly defined, because we are now getting a bit cramped fer k 

' \1 I 
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Space? 

Approximately the following line of demarcation to our righthand neighbor D*<fl 

m 

"Vaosy - Condo sur Neireau - St, Phiibert »ur Orne (the place where my right 
neighbor Straubo wae located) t. Bazocheo au Houlno on the line Flers - Argontan - 
(the location of our neighbor on the loft), 

S, .The Tank formations (I think they wore under von Funck) - would have the mieoion 

of covering our right flank, at the point whore the remaine of the LXXX1V. Army Corps 

*> ' 

wore withdrawing fighting all the time in isolated groups. "Hew long"... the Comman¬ 
der in Chief said to no..... N do you think it will take to get behind the Omo?» 


I proposed that the withdrawal bo carried out in throe great night marches. 


I would move with the 3. Paratroopers and the Corps troops in two echelons rearward. 


(See Sketch »5»)< 


The firot body of tremps , 

Ths 9. Paratroop Regiment and the 12. Artillery Battalion, with J with the artil- 

( lory and anti- 

tho 15. Paratroop Regiment. \ aircraft units 

I which always 

The sodond: The 5 and 8, Paratroop Regiments. J fought together 


The firot body of troops would bo on the march frbm the 12 to the 13 August and 

would remain in the position reached by them until 15 August, when they would start 

» ' / . 

off again and keep marching until the 16 August. The second body of troops would 
remain whore they wore while the first body was on the first stage of its retreat 
and would bo marching while the latter was at a halt. 

On the 16 August the first body would be v at a halt near the river Orne and would 

t 

not move off again until the 18 August, when they would attempt t© break their way 
out at 22.30 on 19 August. The second body would be halted from 16 to 18 August, 

- and marching rearward by-the river Orne at Coneshard. 

The .Commander in Chief agreed to this proposal. 


IV 






It was an arduous job getting enough gasoline.... the question of providing the 
^^ehicles with new tiros was never solved. We managed to got the units of the 11. 
Paratroop Corps behind the Orne with great difficulty. After that the whole plan 

went to oiece3.Thd batteries were then unable even to change their position. 

the supplies premised by the 7» Army failed to appear. They ceuldn't be brought 
up in the daytime on account of the enemy fliers, and in the night tho read* were 
so congested that it was impossible then toe. It was the tank formations which 
were to blame for this,- they freok up all the available space on tho roads without 
a thought for anybody olso and there were only a few roads available. A f*w days 

grater both the Commander in Chief and mysolf had a sample of this totally selfish 
type ef unit's behavior, when we attempted te travel back to our new command post 
further te the rear. The chaes on the roads was already eloquent of the coming 
catastrophe. Tho main columns of tho 11. Paratroop Corps I mysolf had boon careful 
to send to the roar of tho danger zone weeks before.. But we had tho greatest 
difficulty in getting even the most essential elements on single motor trucks back 
=te the rear. Even tho ambulances and gasoline trucks could hardly move through tho 
undisciplined stream of •semi-soldiers*. And^the strange thing was that it was not 
^nly large supply columns and jropalr trucks for tanks which wore moving along tho 
roads from the 12 of August onward,- but complete tank units which a few days before 
were supposed to require repairs before they could be moved | 

I discerned already the first signs of an overall panic. But I shall come to 
tho subject ef tho real and genuine encirclement later on. 

By the 17 August the main body of the Corps stood behind the river Orne (east)j 
only combat posts were Still holding out north and south of Teurailles, a few. guns 
among them. Neither I nor the Commander in Chief were able to get as far as tho now 

command post on the night ef 17 August, on account of the choked roads. So we were 

I 

obliged to srtep with the staff of the 3. Paratroop. Division, located just whore wo 
had been breught te a halfc, and this had its advantages. 
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It give me a chance te see for myself en the spot,- early on the morning of the 18 
August - how our flanks were being squeezed in from the North and to proceed accor- 
^^iingly. Unfortunately on this day my new commander of the 12. Artillery Battalion, 
Captain von Keenitz, a capable ordnance officer and firct-rate pilot, ws .3 kill ed. 

Corresponding te the retreat movement ef tho divisions tho Corps command post 
was likowise movod on tho 13 August from la Lando Patri near Flers to St. Honorino. 

From horo it was-shifted to Los Retours near Putanges on the 16 August; on the 17,itr 
I- iwas transferred to the mill on* kilometer south of Nocy - about eight kilometers 
southeast of Falaiso, whore tho staff of tho 3» Paratrsep Division was located." 

0* the 18, it movod to la Land*, 1,5 taw northeast of Villodiou and south of Trun. 
m tho night of tho 19 August w* breko out of tho ring ef onony troops and by tho night 
of the sam* day were at Condehard. 

jLi| tho early hour* of the 18 August w* wore given a supply, of vehicle*; there was a 

goed deal of Mr roconnaissanc*. The nois* of trucks moving along all the avMlable 

roads penetrated even to the mill where w* were, although it was located in a depression 
/ - 
And not easy to roach. Nothing special happened on our own frost, but from that of our 

right neighbor could b* hoard the din of fighting. Thor* was much nois* and confusion 
in the ranks of tho rear ocholens and artillery, portion* of which streamed into eur 
sector. In eur ewn neighberheed we ceuld hear tank gune firing frem the directien ef 
^Rcy and le Mesnil Guerard. Further te the East we ceuld reeegnize the eeund ef inf¬ 
antry and streng machine-gun fire mingled with artillery reperts. There wae seme 

• ( i 

routine reeennMeeance in the air abeve u». 1 OT^n«tUaj.-Gen. Schimpf te meve his 

, ^ 

cemmand pest further south, nearer to that ef the Corps. I then get into my «bomber- 

V i 

dodger 1 and took a road at an early hour whieh the Commander in Chiof had told m* 
about, - through tho woods to Uentabard,and ordered tho Corps Staff to move from tb* 
post they had sot up there on tho previous day to lp Land*,- to a group of farm 
buildings nosilimg in a hollow, some i,5 kme northwest ef Villedieu lee Bailleul. 

^^ir radio pest I ordered te meve te about 1,5 k*» north ef there. 



2a* 

The command headquarters of the 1. Army was set up in a. quarry at Vil3edieu, as we 
ascertained later when the cennectien with them was re-established. Net only the 
^^breeps but als® the cemmand pests were all squeezed together inside the ring ef the 
enemy treeps. There was still sne r®ad free at this tine - from Trun to the North¬ 
east - but it was unf®rtunatsly completely dominated by the enemy fighter-bombers. 

Since early morning of that day the motorised troops wore raising clouds of dust 
and pushing against one another on the congested roads. It was enough to make one 
tear eno's hair and ask onosolf if the drivers' had gone off their hoad3 completely 
and. were hastening to place themselves in th« view of the enemy planes as target* 
until they wont up in a blaze! There was hardly any anti-aircraft activity on our 
^side. Unliko us, th# Army people did not lot fly at the enemy planes with rifle 
and >4 2* machine-guns, which wo had done very successfully in the past. The first 
thing I did now was to establish a circle with a radius of 1,000 meters around my 
command post, so as not to bo betrayed by thd troops gone completely wild. The most 
varied of marching groups now overtook one another and got hopelessly mixed up to¬ 
gether. After eleven year? as a front officer I had been through some very peculiar 
adventures but the formation of the encircling pocket of Faiiioe on the 19 and 20 ef 
August will always rank among the most dreary memoriae if my not uninteresting life 
as a soldier. It io only in sueh a situation that one finds out who is really a 
soldier and who only a militarist,- who belongs to the bravo and who to the bosses 
and towards - and oven - traitors! 

That afternoon I looked up the Commander in Chief at his command post in the 
quarry. Htro, the first thing I learned was that the Reich 1 a SS Armored Division 

and several others had already boon sent to the roar to lend us a hand! 

• ‘ 

........ From the outside t In other words.... wo wore good enough to bo left inside 

■ —y 

the ringl. I put * black mark in my mind against the Commander in Chief for this 

hut I kppt ny thoughts to pyself and contented myself with the announcement that 

* 

with us, everything had gone off according to plan but that wo hadn»t a drew of 




gaselia* l«ft in ths tanks if ths mebile artillery and am it ceuldn»t change its 
fftKUim, and If the ring was drawn tighter ths guns weuld have ts be Msjm U p and 

%9ktj gear left behind. Hereupen the Cemmander in Chief renarked:« Tht tank 

••nwUntly being pressed further bask inte the weedlant. nbrth ef Argentan. 

It is heped te held en te the weed? Ts this I replied:" The nest immediate threat 
•dens te ns te lie in the Nerth at the mement, fren th# directien ef Falaise } the 
•ef ef ba^tie are increasing in intensity there, X shall send sene ef the remain¬ 
ing aemlwrs ef the 12. Artillery Eattalien te recenneiter te the Kertheast. A truck 
trmm the Gbe rquart Israelster*« department whieh has just arrived with supplies ef 
*anne* has breught the news that there enly remains epen ene selitary read, but that 
there are me treepe available te bar it eff te the enemy? 

Tewards evening the 12. Artillery Battalien reperted that tha enemy was meving 

* 

ferward against Trun. Ne pressure was being exerted aleng the Orae, and the advanced 
sfcnbnt pests were even still en the weet ef ths river. 

. Towards evening the fire ef the enemy artillery began te increase in intensity; 
harassing fire was sent against the eenmand pest fren. three different diractiens. 

It let up during the night. Traffic en the reads bseams if psssiblt thicker. Vehieli 
were still trying te make their way eastward. Seme ef them might succeed in meving 
by using farswart reads. 

Ths 19 August. 1944. 

Ths ‘flight 1, fren the ‘kettle* went en still after it grew light. Very seen ene 
eeuld set en leaking eut ef the fexhele whieh every eingle member ef the Ceres Staff 

had dug,- ths blask mushreems appearing, * gigs that the enemy planes wsre having 

- <* 

tgeed hunting*. Whenever ws saw a tleud sf dust spurt up ws ctuld almsst have laid 
bets en hew leng it weuld be befere the muehreem cane up. 

At abeut‘07.00 hre I received a visit fren SS Oberstgruppenfilhrer Hausser. 

Se early?I... A had sign!.. Ws were sitting sr lying abeut still in 

•ur f exhales. One leek at his fase was sneugh t# tsll ms what was wrnng. 






I greet him with the wards "Well... the lid's shut tifht newt Which meins, I suppese. 


that we'll here te try and shave it up again'? "Yes”... he replies.“That's just 

/ 4 

^ptat I've eeme te talk te yeu abeut. We've seen it eeaimf fer a leng time? "Geedf... 

I-said.... We'll de it I But hew -we're te de It I shall decide, nebedy's geing 

te tell me hew te de this . (Fer up till then eur suggestiens had always agreed). 

After reflecting fer a bit and making a few marks en ay nap I put ferwArd the .fellew- 
ing prepesal:- 

Preseaal fer an attaek te break eut ef the ring (See Sketch '7'). 

o , 

1. Se far as we had been able te ascertain up till then, there was still a small gap 
in the ring seulh ef Ceuleuees and anether at Uagny en the Dives. We didn't (mew hew 

apings were geing at St. Lambert and Chaabeis. The eastern bank ef the Dives, tee, 
had net been recenneitered. But fer paratreepers the river Dive eenstituted ne sert 
ef hindrance. . 

2. The 3. Paratreep Divisien weuld divide inte twe wedges and witheut firing a shet 
weuld steal ferward like Indians with the aid ef the cempass seuth ef Ceuleuees - 

Uagay, past the mill 1 km seutheast thercef and ante the heights ef Cendehard, and 

1 \ . 

there they weuld ferm a frent facing west and keep a gap seme feur te five Idlemeters 

epen. 

£ Te aid this the paratreep regiments weuld be withdrawn threugh the ranks ef their 
left and righthand neighbers and neve back te pesitien fer attack in small greups inte 
the weed here west ef Uentabard. Rear cemmandees weuld stay by the treeps withdrawing 
until early en the meraing ef the 20 August and then eeme en later with the. severing 
regiment ef the Divisien. 

4. I recemmended that the pesitiens en the Orne be withdrawn te the height* ef 
Meutabardt (Trans. I believe he means JMentabard') en the night ef the 19, se that 
the divisiens here might be able te fellew en the heels ef the 3. Paratreep Divisien 
threugh their gap at Cendehard eastward. 


t 


. The artillery sheuld stay where it was. It sheulduse up What^aoetfid^^ • 





during the day and join up as a personnel unit with the rear covering regiment _(r- rc _ 
sumably the 8. Far'.troopers). 3ir>p] o ^ntitink «ri 8,8 on ;n! i-dircra** c nron, so far 
^3 fua] v/as available* , shouju b.? brought a]©ng. 

6. Only Dight assault equipment would be carried along. The maintenance sections 
would follow on later through Jt. Lambert-on the 20 August, .most likely. 

?« During the attack, not a word was to be uttered, net a glint te be shewn,- no noise 
to be made J No fighting before it grow light. *ny resistance,- any obstacles,- 'ere 
to be gone round. The goal would be the heights of Condehari. Every man was to keep 
close to his neighbor, - the units would move in rows. Every leader must keep tho 
point of the compass, the goal, *nd his own particular mission in his own head. 

8. I rayoelf would take part in tho attack with the .most forward patrol company, s® 
to be able to take fact decisions on the 3 pot. There would be no radio -otivity - 
no advance detachments. 

9* Our troops would move from the ready position in tho wood hero at la Land* at 
22.30 hr3. If the enemy was net too thickly pressed together.... we should do it, and 
I'recommended the Army Staff to follow on the heels of tho breakthrough of tho para¬ 
troopers, 

19 August. 1944. 

SS OberotgrupponfUhror Hausser was in agreement with ray proposal. We decided then 
there about tho withdrawal of tho paratroops and they talked thio over with their 
neighbors,- likewise the withdrawal ef the frent lino and the follow-up on tho 20 Aug. 
Tho Commander in Chief assigned to me another Army division - (I think it was tho 344* 
Inf. Div.) - which I employe!* as tho third wedge south of the 3. Paratreep Division. 

The tank units at Argentan also received an order from the Commander in Chief to 

» 

break through south of us to the East, They wore not to start before 24*00 hrs* A 
radio message was sent to the SS Armored Division outside of tho ring that they wore 
to attack from outside tho ring - (east) - in tho direction of Trun for tho purpose of 
^ing some of tho weight off the shoulders of tho 1+L. Paratreep Corps. By moans of 
thio our northern flank was above all to bo kept free (thio had no effect until about 



th- evoring of the 20 .lugusl j. 


Vie had te get very busy indeed during the ;,bol<» of that say. Two hours later all 
commanders of the 3. Paratroop Division o.nd the 'G 3' of the 2kk (?) Inf. Div. had cone 
in te get their orders. Tho withdrawal v.as o tj sm going on in the front already. Our 
tired feeling disappears, like magic J Yes... a celonsn sort of feeling possessed us., 
a desire to shew that a. paratreepor was net so easily te be takon in the net i The 
arduous nature of the operation was clear to us all! I expected the greatest diffic¬ 
ulty te occur on the eastern bank ef the Dives and I thought to myself "If we manage 
to get through at this point, then we've dene it I" In actuality, the encircling ring 

now notably thicker and deeper and the critical moment arrived only v:hcn we reacYied 

the heights of Cendehard. Cur covering regiment to the rear (the 8. Paratroop Regt.) - 

was to assemble itself there with its front facing west and await the arrival of the 

dthor divisions of the Army on 20 August, (between Trun and St. Lambert). Luckily, on 
the afternoon of tho 19 August enemy air activity immediately above our sector was net 

very groat, the enemy fliers had shifted their center of gravity of attack more te the 

East... (a bad sign for us). Enemy artillery fire waxed from hour to hour, and the 

batteries came nearer and nearer. Everything and everybody pressed toward the center 


of the ring. 

f ) 

fter the order for the night attack had been imparted verbally everything was prepared 
with tho greatest car*. I got into my 'bomber-dodger* again and went and saw the Comm¬ 
ander in Chiof and asked him to make sure that in no circumstances weuld the tanks 
move off before 24.00 hrs, so as not to alert the enemy prematurely. We shoule only 
lot fly frem'eur side when it had grown light, and the tanks crews should have this 
impressed on themj they would hardly have sight of us at all the whole time. Also, 
it was of groat importance that the other divisions and formations should keep in close 
touch with the rear covering regiment, so that thb connection would not be split 1 
At about 18.00 hrs the relieved infantry units arrived in leese formatien in the 
assembly region. They had a few hours sleep and were given food again at 21.00 hrs. 
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H#t * “* Wi * * n * W * d U n#ar the fringe «f the weed in ease he night be spette# 

Gp*uf. ef men were arranged here and there te bar off the reads, the maintenance 
columns were collected and were told what their part would be. The position and their 
various missions were discussed with the leading officers and fi.C.O'o.light assault 

paek» made up. The need of the paratroopers was excellent, I had seen nothing but* 
glowing eyes the whole- day through; they lone?: what it wan a matter ef 1 

At 22.25 hrs completion ef assembly was reported. At 22.30 hro the firnt patrolo 
glided forward like shadows into the dark night. They had te keep close up to one 
another so as net te lose touch. The Comrmder in Chief had eomo into the aooe.mbl^^ 
area with a small staff ana sntrusted himself te the cleverness ef the paratroopers. 

I inserted his staff into my group of the Corps utaff at the end of the meet forward 


company ef the 9. Paratreep Regiment (Steph&ni). 

At abeut 23.15 hrs we felt the first directed fire, cursing from a tank patrolling 
^etwpea tbs read •from Ballon to Trun and the read t U3» (?>. Ao wao usual at night 
tine; the cent sf fire ef the machine-guns lay tee high. Luckily, the enemy wao enly 
letting off illuainant shells. This enabled us to find the spots net being fired ever 
and creep through. We lest time whenever a star shell lit up the landscape, an ©f^ 
course we had te lie-lew until it get dark again. The enemy artillery had grown a bit 

alarmed and were pasting’ the area where we had been a short while before with shells, 
although by this time' only the 8. Regiment was lying low there in foxholes. And as. 
we wore new close up te the enemy tanks we were no longer interested in the artillery 
fire, we didn't think they would be likely to fire on their own buddies, ids made a 
detour, only te come up against other enemy tanks after having moved a distance ef 
abeut 300 ms in a small hollow. Again we turned aside, this time te .the South. 


We came up close te where the enemy was letting off well-placed fire with 2 cm. 


Samoa, and the Commander ef the 3. Paratreep Division near me wao badly wounded i 

the leg. 

4. After the Division had been fed and eared for I took ever cenmnd ef it. 





3>. 

Owing te th« number ef groups which had te jein together, and partly as a result ef 
Maj.-Gen. Schimpf being wounded, the 9. Regiment had lest teuch with the ethers. 

(Se the Commander in Chief and myself, aleng with abeut 20 men, went eff en eur own 
aleng with his little greup. * n We shall find the ethers at the river Dives" I said te 
•myself. We crept threugh innumerable hawthern hedges cevered with barbed wire and 

dedged areund seme tanks at the read side, arriving at the river Dives abeut, 12; 30 hrs. 

\ 

While leeking fer a ferdable spet we ran up against Stephani again, whe had feund % 

/ 

shallew spet seuth ef the mill mentiened previeusly. It was a nasty Jefe getting the 


whele erewd acress the stream witheut lights, neiselessly.. The eastern bank 

was cevered with blackberry trailers and was steep inte the bargain and the., enemy 
^^tanks were standing just behind the bushes.... three ef them standing en a little 
meund, clear against the sky. And new we tried te steal past them te the Seuth. . 

i , 

There was ne time te be lest new if we heped te gfct past the, tanks while it was still 
dark. I stele reund the three tanks with these at the head ef the greup but suddenly 
we were discevered by ene that we hadn't seen in frent ef us and its crew epened fire 

en us at a distance ef thirty meters, I threw myself flat en my face with a few ef 

• ^ v 

the ethers in a petate field, while the company ef eur buddies behind us ran straight 
inte the 'dead corner*. Alerted by the seund ef running feeteteps- (they ceuldn't 
^ see us in the dark) - the enemy tanks all epened fire en the fleeing Germans but theif 
fire was tee high and went ever eur heads. But new behind us te the right there 
started a mad sheeting mateh en the part ef the enemy infantry, in St. Lambert. 


Presumably this was directed at the 344. Inf. Div. which whs suppesed te~ cress the 

\ 

5 river Just there. And as the tank fire flew abeut a meter ever my head l crept and 
crept aleng with my peeple, centimeter by centimeter aleng a deeper furrew in the, 


field,- eastward. . Fifteen paratreepers and a first lieutenant amsng us managsd te 
get back ef the tanks. It was the third rew ws had ceae threugh l 



Ws heard the crews talking te ene anether, they must have been in teuch with 

s 

each ether by radie. Then all ef a sudden ether tanks epentd firej they must have 
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been standing along the edge of the heights,- to the rear. Their fire vas likewise 

directed toward St. Lambert. I myself saw two of them,- standing at serarate houses 

—> 

ep hill '117' (the northeast part of the slope). And now I and my men turned off 
eastward in the direction of Hau de Foulbec ( a stream) slinking along the hedges. 

Behind me, in St. Lambert, the noise of infantry fire increased. A house in St. 

Lambert caught fire and blazed up,- enabling us to see the lay of the land somewhat. 

We moved along the depression formed by the bank of the stream under cover of the 
trc«3 there and reached the road loading from Hill '117' eastv^ard t© a small group of 
heuses. We heard single tsnks rolling past. On the bridge over the stream we s.w 
^^nk tracks, made about three hours previously. We darted across the bridge and dived 
again into the cover of the bushas,- making for the houses. here, we came upon 3 ome 
dead horses yoked to shot-up Goman vehicles, about three days eld,- from the stench I 
Victims of the enemy fighter-bomberc i 

We had just get as far as the first house in the group uhen an enemy tank carae 
rolling down the ether road from southwest leading to the houses. "A German tank]" 

.my first lioutenent whispered hoarsely to me. "That's no German tank 11 I 

snapped back...."As yeu'll very seen sec |» In a minute the tank stopped at the other 

f th loading down to the houses, turno d its guns round and started to fire up the road,... 

.tracer trajectory. so they must have boon Britishers I I clambered ever 

a fence into one of the gardens and through it. The buildings had a deserted leek. 

only a dog barked.the tank was still firing away. And in order to get back on 

our compass bearing we had to head northeast. And that meant that wo had to go through 

the cursed stream again] .No bridge.... and wo had no time to lose J lb was now 

atymt four o'clock i$ the morning and a glimmer of dawn was to bo soon in the East. It 
would soon bo light enough for the enemy to take potshots at us. Forward then,- on to 
the hedges to oast and northeast. The sheeting behind us came to a stop, but started 
increase in intensity to the roar, on the left. It might have been the 15. Paratroop 
Regiment that was being shot at. It was in the direction of Neauphe sur Dives. And now 
wo came on fresh tank tracks loading from the buildings northward]I So oarefulJJJ 










By this time it has grown so light that it was getting clear enough for us to be 




shot at,- misty... and we fait very warm. All of us.... we had b-en joined by come 

^other paratroapers by this time.were absolutely dead beatl Wo had to plunge in 

up te the neck for the second, time in the water)..... ouir saviors.... the hedges of 

•f Normandy which we had curaed so fluently, had by this time covered us with scratches 
and torn our clothes t© ribbons but so far .. . . they had saved us fer the ‘umpteenth 

time’.. . At about 04.30 hrs I 

heard the sound of tanks 'again, moving presumably along the road from Condehard to Trun. 
Tho noise of battle on tho left of us grew in intensity. But onward I 

We arrived at a deep dry ditch a geed bit further east,- overgrown with weeds. 

’And new we could see who was with us. A soft, light rain began t© fail and onveloped 
us in its folds. It wa3 very welcome to usj According to the time xt was we must have 

boon in Condehard. It was now 05.30 hrs. As the n®i®« ®f the guns to the left in the 

rear died away we counted twenty enemy tanks rolling forward from the point where the 
shooting had been going on and watched them roll past at about a distance of 150 meters 
along a road toward a small hill beginning to stand out more and more clearly in the 

: 

growing light^and form themselves into a strong group there. This was ‘Hill 252‘, and 
it made an impression on me at tho time which I shall never forget. Tho enemy tanks 
.ew dominated the whole of tho strip along which we hoped te make our attack,... and 
I had boon hoping a little while back that it was our tanks coming to tho rescue ‘from 




outoido*. Mow wo could see clearly that they wero British tanks. And to leave no last 
doubt in our minds the three end tanks turnod right in our direction and stopped at the 
edge of the ditch. 

Now we had to lie low without a sound. I gave a sign to this effect. But in a 

minute wo made out that tho tank crews wore talking Polish to one another I So it 

» 

was tho Polos we had to thank for giving us this nice time 1 

, \ 

We lay there for at least an hour and a half under the eyes of the British tanks 
with Polish crows, not daring t® move'a finger. By this time it was at least 07.30 hrs. 





And at abeut 06.30, we heard the neise af guns start up again, in the direction whore 
we supposed Candahard ta ba....(we eauld only make aut the gable af a house)......... 

new wa recognised the sound af ear 42. machine-guns. The style of the shooting was 

«> * 

alaa that af my paratroopers. Cauld it be Stephani'a let ? The tank just above us 
and the twa athara a little further en started at 07.00 hrs t® shoat violently past 
ua an tha right in a southerly and aeutheaaterly direction. The naise af the guns 
grew leuder- round abeut 07.30 hrs and I had the impression the fighting was moving 

t » ' 

eastward but lying as I was in the ditch I might have been deceived. 

At abeut 07*30 ar a littla latar w® heard the sound of German 8,8 cm anti-aircraft 

t 

carman firing in quick succession, whereupon all threa enemy tanks railed off,- back 
j£^>a tha hill where the ethers stead.' Se at last we cauld lift our headsl New however 
all the tanks en the hill started sweeping the hedges in the vicinity with a curtain 
ef fire. I marvelled at the amount af ammunition they cauld afford to use up just ta 
aaka any enemy soldier keep his head dewni We had not suffered any lessee yet, but 
eeuldp't move very far. At abeut 08.30 several batteries started t© fire en the weed, 
sheltering us and teward Cendehard. It had stepped raining and the sun came eut. 

In a short whila thare Was an unpleasant atmosphere reminiscent af a hothouse in our 
ditch and among tha hadgas, which in aur state af exhaustion wa ceuld very, well have 
^tana without. 

Toward 09.00 hrs tha fira af tha tanks an Hill *252* grew mere violent,- in my 

• * 

opinion it showed a touch af nervousness. On the right - ta the South - the fire ©f 
•ur awn machine-guns had almost died away. Suddtnly I caught sight of some paratroopers 
moving’across a part af tha ground lit up by tha sun's rays - in attack formation. I 
put twa fingers in my mouth and lot aut a sharp whistle... as wa used ta da an the 
training greunds at hems and when they turned their heads in my directien I waved them 
urgently inte the bushes. I heard the voice ef the leader ef the group call-out softly. 

»h I It's tha aid bay».V.. I damned his stupidity under my breath I 

.. . , __... T I _ i.j Mm tha (-ar* mf tha «aratr®ewers with me, 



. -A_- _J ... T 
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wheso numbers had new swollen censiderabljj and enlightened him as regaree x.ne Lames 


en the height, which ceuld net new be attacked frentally . I peinted eut the peesib- 

^ I 

ef eneirclment te the Nerth. He was an experienced fighter and he teek 

my meaning at ence. He was able te tell me where the Cemmander in Chief had been and 
where he new was meat prebably. Gut where Stephani's regiment might new be he wa* : ‘ 
unable te tell me. That merning thej hid assembled seme tank units and sent a curtain 
ef tank fire all areund them, and enly meved back when the antitank defense began te 
make itself strengly felt. 

I erdered him te prepare fer an encircling attack nerthward againt the ’tank hill*. 

I weuld see that artillery and tank guns were breught te bear frentally. But fer this 

, ** 

^pjweuif first have te ge back, se as te get inte teuch with the efficers whe weuld direct 

it. On the way back I was ferced with my few. eempaniene te cress a spet witheut eever, 

in erder te get te the peint where the Cemmander in Chief was and altheugh there 1 were 

ehly five ef us all teld a whele enemy battery turned its fire )en us. Hewever, this 

\ waB «• »iin that we were the enly targets’ whese presence they were aware ef - they hadn’t 

•petted the ethers I We all threw eurselves flat and acted as if we had been hit, and 

th ? n .. by ene.... rellod and relied teward’ a hedge abeut-100 meters'away, - 

altheugh this tee was under the fire ef enemy machine-guns,- ceming frem the right. 

M the guns were firing frem a geed distance away and when we get behind the wall 

piking the hedge they ceuld ne lenger de us any harm. Teward 11.30 hrs we-’had get. 

as far as the read frem St. Lambert, leading te the West Wall at Cendehard, near Hill . 

*. * >■ 

•137V *nd here we came upen the Cemmander in Chief with the 15. Filhrer Regiment. * Enemy 

artillery was helding the read under fire but we were able te take adequate shelter in 

an eld benb crater. 

I enlightened the Chief en the eituatien en the deminating heights a«s explained te 
him my Flan te take the peeitien frem the Nerth. The Chief teld me he had made Centact 
with a tank divisien, which had returned in the meantime te' the slepee ef Ment Orel 
<s iil^ieant new te attempt a breakthreugh there. He teld me he intended te jein in with 
them and take part in the breakthreugh. I.he said...', was te de fll I ceuld te 
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m«.ke the breach wiaer, so that we couIq all make our :.a j through. "We shall do all 

Mi our power 1 . 1 . .1 said. "Our strength has been ^.minishsd gre.tiy as a result of 

the strenuous night attack and the efforts of the previous reek. Hat re'll do it 
What's worrying as is hew we are t* get the wounded through" btc.... otc. 

He allotted to ae an amphibious car, so as to render me mobile. *t this moment, t« 

W sen ® n the scan© with * group ef infantry, who had succscdod in ridding our 

flank ©f the *nneying machine-gun fire. Two more of our tanks came up, along with 
great number of stragglers, and these could be used to -.ssict the attack,- tho men 
were parts ef the 9 and 15. Begiaents”. Tho officer in command of the 15. Ftthrer 
Regiment joined in the attack, taking his place in one tank. 

Poth at and inside of Cendehard - artillery fire cams at us from three directions 
the whole day through and at tiaos rose to great intensity. And I noted with chagrin 
- that tho continuous stroam of vehicles of overy typo and doscription from tho Army 
divisions wore being handled without the slightest trace of discipline,- just liko tho 
first lot I had seen previously,- tho occupants with fear in their eyes and cowardliness 

,in their hearts. And although they ceuld plainly see and hear that the enemy guns were 
sweeping the road and firing toward Cendehard they still pressed forward .like madmen 




i 


Reward the commanding heights of Cendehard. I’had never seen anything so silly in my 

k 

if* except on maneeuvers I Hero ono saw tho communication zone troops from France, 
who hadn't known what war was for tho past three years. Tho vehicles wore simply: 

3 sacrificed, although there was plenty ef good eever off the reads, even against enemy 

planes 1 It was a pitiful sight. net to be described in words I Dissolution and 

panic J. And in between them ay, paratroopers,- with contempt in their eyes - fulfilling 
their duties in an exemplary way l In tatters,.»» in many cases wounded..,.dead beat 

I 

and starving.... but despite all still carrying their weapons, very often two or three, 

still on the job, ready to help one another at need.. And this ether pack 1 

... displying nothing but erase egoism and cowardliness J Many decent men from 
the Array and the SS, who had lest touch with their own units.... really lest touch... 
still holding on to their weapons.. .came and wanted to join us, saying they 
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wanted nothing t® d© with the heap ef cov.ardly curs ana.*toe-rag 3 ' ^"S we called them).. 

^^Jnnumbored w " 3 the pack of rascals, howeve r, wh o had no thought m mind other th-.n_y^ 
dash ferwara with thoir hands stuck above their heads,- ready to surrender -.bjsctly I 

All they had with thorn was their steel helmets, oread—satchels, an« overcoats,- most of 
them with a blanket as well. I ceulo toll what they were long before they came near rse,- 

r whether they faced me er had thoir backs turned to me....by thoir shuffling gait. 

= their hanging, drawn-in heads. slinking along always close to the ditches at the side 

■of the read, ready to threw themselves flat on their faces if a grenade exploded 500 

meters -away frea them 1 And.... unfortunately. seme officers among them I 

J Hew manly, on the ether hand.had been the conduct of the Commander in Chief...., 

he'd gene through all the ardours of night attack...... often enveloped in heavy machine- 

gun fire 1 Here, - the sheop had been clearly separated from the goats.the real 

from the 'phoney 1 soldiers 1 JLa-immeasurable contempt swelled in eur hearts. I felt 
burning shame at the thought ef the impression 3uch scoundrels would make when they fell 
into enemy hands...... what an impression they would give ef the German soldier J An 

impression net justified 1 For the first time I new understood hew WAR was the 
worst possible Way ef breeding the best type ef human being... hew the best bleed was 
J.. t and the poorest retained J 

And new, as if by a miracle, we succeeded in taking the heights cast ef Cendehard 
about 16,30 hrs. Seme tanks ef an SS division (I believe it was the Reich Division) - 

3 f 

had supported the attack frea the East. By 17.00 hrs meter trucks were rolling along 
the curved read eastward. Unhappily, a let ef them were chased by enemy planes and shot 
up in flames. 1 was only able to keep a narrow gap free with the few men I had assisting 

me. a gap abeut 2 er 3 kms wide. By taking seme prisoners we confirmed the 

presence ef a Polish armored division. 

Toward 19.6)0 hrs we-were able to get the seriously wounded out ef the 

Lth the aid ef a hastily thrown together Red Cress column bearing large white flags 

•• 

with a red cross wa thsm . And so as to ensure that they get through without being 












shot at^I forbade• all traffic from 18.30 hrs onward. I 3ent off the Red Cress vehicles 
_ recognisable fer what they were a long v/ay eff - at 18.45 hrs in the hope that the 
enemy would realise eur intention and leave them alone; the wounded commander went off 

with than tee. Net a shot was fired at them and 1 recognised, 1 with thankfulness in ay 
heart,the chivalrous attitude ef the enemy - after the hail ef fire which had been 

descending on eur heads *a little while before* After the ugly scenes I had witnessed 
that day, the nobility ef eur enemies made me forget fer a moment the nastiness ef it 

t 4 

all and I offered thanks in my heart in the name ef the weunded. I waited a full half 
hour after the last ef the Red Cress eelumh must have been through, so that there should 
net be the slightest suspicion in' the mind ef the enemy that we had taken any unfair 
fttantage. The firing set in again and mounted in intensity, and only died down again 
with the eneet ef darkness. This was a hint that the gap was wider than I had believed, 
-f but wider, tde - than I could occupy. 

The news spread like wildfire ineidd the ring that there was a way through at 
Cendehard. A stream ef stragglers new swept through the gap from nightfall until 

i’, 

the morning ef the 21 August. Then,- the traffic dried up completely, 
doth General Straubs and Maj.-Gen. Dotling ef the neighboring Corps had arrived beside 
me, having made their way on feet; they wanted to Join up with me fer whatever was new 
^eecur. I bedded them down in an eld tank diteh and told them to got some sloop and 

£r»xil4 wakon thorn at tho right tilts. Colonel Liebaeh bbd also arrived on the seono 

, » 

\ 

with’.the portion of his regiment which had boon fighting tho whole day through at the 

= * 

river Dives«...at about 01.00 hrs. Ho gave mo a-picture of tho state of tho troops 
trapped inside ef the ring. The majority ef them.... even the officers.... had declined 
to attempt to get out ef. the trap... they considered it a hopeless project I 

I believt-'ho had had to witness worse scenes than I had had to during the day J 

. » 

I handed ever te him control ef the remainder ef the 3. Paratreop Division. I sent 
<^pLc«rs off on bicycles into ths ring, te let them knew inside what was happening and 
,4ft was now to bo expected. And an armored recenniassanec battalion;, tho covering 
foreo of tho Armored Division, tamo up and announced that nothing was following on 


A2* 

behind them, I waited another three heura and managed te get the last of the wetueded 
^way, and then I decided- te move back with the paratroopers as seen as it' grew lilght, 

fer I knew it would net be possible te keep the gap epen for anether whole day. 







21 August. 1944. 

At 02.45 hrs I sent werd reund t« the treeps eccupying the different pesitiens 
taken up and - starting frem the wings, - we withdrew tewards the read. It had 
started t* rain heavily and this faverse eur intentien - neraely,- to disappear 

befere it get light. In a short tine there was a geedly cellectien ef men, whe 
set sene value en an erderly retreat. Celenel Liebach had the jeb ef arranging a 
preper cevering ferce and then - at 03.45 hrs,we started eff eastward. The peuring 
rain and the seund ef the wind drewned any neise frea the narching feet. Stumbling, 

“ stepping suddenly, clese up againt the nan in frent, there neved a mass ef steaming, 
tired men, like a leng serpent neving east-nertheast, New and then we were blinded 
£by the glare ef a burning truck, and then plunged inte darkness shertly after that 
with the rain earning dewn in sheets I My yeung ene and his infantry made up the 
frent with nyself, with twe ef eur tanks bringing up the rear, se that we sheuld net 
"be surprised and run dewn by enemy tanks. Up till 05.00 we kept the gap epen, then - 
when the tail end had cene threugh, it clesed again. It was with a heavy heart that 
I feund nyself en the retreat at this tine. The rain, still peuring dewn in streams, 
enabled us te centinue eur march by daytime. 


At a spet seme 8 km eutside the ring an SS unit - (I think it was the Reich Armered 
^^ivlsien) - had taken up a pesitien frent the 20 August. When I get as far as this 

^peint with my cempaniens I was teld that a stream ef men witheut weapens, meter trucks, 

* * 

etc.... seme paratreepers tee..... had been peuring te the rear all that nightj— this 
was semewhere near Champeseut.• •«.... An assembly peint fer the 11. Ic.r« ^reep Cerpe 

i , 

was decided en in Orville sur Teuque, wher* they ceuld be cellected and sent en ahead. 






I knew nething' ef the whereabeuts ef my chief assistants,- my Chief ef Staff and my 
, G 3» wh^n I had lest sight eff at the tank line by the' river Dives, ner ef the 9. 
Regiment under Staphani er the 5. under Becker. After I had rested a bit frem the 
train ef the march en feet and the efferts ef the past night I left General Straube 

l 





com.'aj?a 


O o j z. the -.rryhib- 
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and kaj.-Gen. JctDmg to t,h~ c«.r of the r-gi‘'''ht-2 


, out 


lout c»r -llott*" 


me by V c unramunder _n 01 _ :.''f <j.n • i itb it checkfull ”>' r anionu- 


oot off ulor.y tbs Corfu 1 ro«d back Lo Orville. It ;,«.s t *w ching to >.’ > to s.-c hew ± » »u 
greeted A n the rood by o.ny of mv rvrutroopers when I p« i c , 'sJ. It v.«." if the 'boys' - 
( as I called the paratroopers) - had no enemy chocirg then*, Unfortunately, then vjas 
ho raera^ber ®f a. 'propaganda company* on the scene to ra-mtodn an honest cr.thusi-.sn 
coming, from the heart. I not ashamed t» confss3 that tears r©3o to my eyes when I 

saw this cpirit ®f gratitude glowing in the eyed of my 'boy® 1 They might look like a 
pack of ragged tinkers but their glance was bright and proud, despite their exhaustion. 
^^If any of us ventured to sit down for a minute we fell at onca into a deathlike sleep, 
from which .we were hardly to be rouocd. I saw that far myself when ray 'young ane' *na I 
went round a&02,30 hro and wakened them all quietly, se as to got ready for the march 
again. I wakened ray aon first af all, oteed him on his foet, and wiahed him a^KarpT* 

Birthday,as it happened ta be for him that morning, and then got him to give me a hand 

■» ✓ 

ta wake the others up. The Commanding General himself went round awakening his men J 
- And it proved such a job to get the men awake that in spite of the downpour both my 
boy and nyoelf wore pouring with sweat before we got through. 

Not a glimmer of light, - not the slightest Bound,- only a row of men sunk in a 
jathlike sleep,- with the exception of the two sentries - probably sleeping standing 
upl\ It was a really hard job to get thorn to rouse themselves until we had enough of a 
company awake to get them to understand what it was all about. I myself was the only 

one who never closed an eyelid that night, afraid I might oversleep the hour for action. 

To avoid,falling asleep, I kept running reund in circles from midnight till two o'clock 
,in the morning, - collecting stragglers who turned up every new and then,- and making 
them a party to what was afoot. And even then it was only the heavy rain which kept me 
from dropping off. 

In Orville, my Chief of Staff and »G 3* landed in'about mid-day. Colonel Blauen- 
•toinor had taken charge at Condohard of the 9. Paratroop Regiment, after Majer Stephani 




had been aerieusly weunded and apparently - later - when being carried eff - killed. 

* 

jtW rate, ne traee ef the brave efficer eeuld be feund. Celenel Blauensteiner had 
taken the height* *euthea*t ef Cendehard and get threugh there shertly afterwards with 
pertiens ef the 9* Regiment and parts ef the 5. Regiment. Seuth ef him (the 9* Rcgin- 
eat) - the tanks were attacking in the afterneen ef the 20 August eastward, and the 

Cespuader in Chief, whe was weunded at this tine,- was breught out ef the ring by their 

' > 

ersws. Ry the .evening ef the 21, I had managed te cellect quite a party ef the tired 
eut 3. Paratreep Divisien in and east ef Orville. I established persenally cennectien 
with the 7. Army and we were erdered te march back te the river Seine in two night 
^*ehes and - assembled at three ferrying peints en the bank ef the river,- te wait fer 
tranepertatien te the ether side, seuth ef Bnuea.. An SS armered ferraatien -/ (I think it 
wat the * Raich 1 ) - again taak aver tha jab af cavering the retreats 

■* i 

Duping the night ef 22 August we reached the area ef Beaumesnil, seutheast ef Bernuy, 

then - eentinuing the march - we get as far a* the weeds seutbwest ef Leuviera, We 
K # 

” « - 

were shielded by feg during these night marches. Th* units had ts wait te be taken 

. / - • 

acres® fer sevsral days, thsr* was such a crush waiting t* get ever. We had ne leases 

at this tin* but I think ethsr units J**t a devilish 1st #f men. 

, 0 

I mysflf managed te get tier*** en the 24 er the 25 August with the small cerps staff 
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ast ef Leuviers and travelled up te the secend echelen ef the Cerps Staff, whe had 

✓ 

been sent baek te the rear many day* earlier. St far as I can recall, this was at 
Cerbi®, nerth ef Verasn. Prem the celumns present everything in the way ef fighting 

Q 

A*n, N.C.O'*,- weapens, and vehicles was withdrawn, ss as te raise a little the fightin 
ability ef the regiment*. Heavy weapens were cempletely lacking, ner ceuld they be 

precured,.all the supply dump* were exhausted, and the hemeland wae not in a cen- 

ditien te pend ue any mere. As a matter ef fact the 3. Paratreep Divisien and the 
. Artillery Battalien had ne fighting value whatseever after they get baek acres*, 
he Seine. There were, heweirer, se many fighting msn and N.C.O 1 * present that we 
eeuld have set up aaether divisien Srfter they had been trained and equipped.... if that 



B« ginning »f SepteabT. 1944, 


Ufa 


Having arrival in Cologne - Wahn I learnt to ay horror that ac seen as I had gone 
the 3* Paratreep Division had been held back by General Krause,- Sopp Dietrich's Chief 
ef Staf^ and ordered back and ever the Soane as covering force for the tank formations!! 

Hardly aotorised at all, - scarcely fit for use against infantry formations, - 
and completely useless against tanks this brave eorspany of men, the like of which in 
valour I had never seen in the whole of Prance,- had now been thrown back recklessly 
into the raoloe. By this, the 3. Paratroop Division foas condemned to be surrounded 
on the 3 or 4 September while acting as cevering force for the 'doughty* tank formations. 

therewith had taken the last step on the road to their martyrdom ii 
• Valuable, irreplaceable human material was thus sacrificed in this senseless way 
through the fatuousness and fear of a higher officer - (in this case at least net 
by the Highest Command). No more than some ICO or 150 officers and men managed to 

make their way singly through Belgium and France, chased for their lives like hares 

* \ 

the Vihole timo, arid got back to Cologne and reported there. Among them were only two 
officers,lot lieutenento Bocker and Croeochke. 


I 
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had been passible 1 X therefore suggested te tha Army and the Aray Greups 
that these remnants ©f the jrariaus regiments be conveyed baek ta Germany as 
quickly as passible, oa that they ceuld be rested and re-assembled and trained, 
all the mare inasmuch as the remaining units were nat in a fit state -lacking 
heavy weapons as they wore - to fight a battle with an aneay operating almost 
exclusively with tanka. And the lass ef experienced leaders was grevieua I 
Finally, by the 28 ef August the High Ceanand in the West had get as far 
ao making up its mind te send all units ef the 11. Paratreep Carps baek ta 

Germany far r*et and re-assoably and these in the naighberheed *f Celegne and 

• ' * 

Wahn weuld be brought up to strength by using the elements ef the Paratroopers 

of the Army High Command. At this time eur entire strength weuld be "about 2500 

t 

or 3*000 men, ef which only about 500 or 600 were fighting men. , 

Corps Staff and troops rolled off in the direction ef Cologne - Wahn an the 
29 August. I myself reported te Sepp Dietrich ef the Army Group in Rouen* and 
believed that at least new wo weuld be spared from any further senseless erdersl 
YJith the Chief I had ta travel ever te Nancy, so as ta receive ardors far tha 
setting up ef tho 3. Paratreep Division and so on, From the High Cpmmand ef the 
Array there. 
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In Cologne an attempt was au<» to pick aut from the awirm ef stragglers, nan rut 

•f hospital, - and ether* a nucleus far the new 3. Paratreep Division. Wa did eur beat 

ta collect sane thing dependable in human material despite the graat lasses sustained by 

the units. Wa tried ta scrape up enough equipment and sa an ta fit than aut. All such 

work - which had hitherto proceeded smoothly and fairly quickly - new seemed ta make na 
• / 1 / N 
progress at all. The sacrifice af the last remnants ef the 3. Paratreep Division new 

took a heavy taH ef' us 1 The number ef really experienced "soldiers we ceuld gather 

together' was frighteningly small 1 So far as numbers went the 3. and 5. Paratreep 

Divisions, along with the.troops of the Corps in Meraandy and throughout Franco would' 

have lost about tho specifiod strength af seme twe paratreep divisions in the battles 

*r 

fought from 6 June t.e 14 September and an 4 September, 1944, without mentioning tho 
whole af the heavy equipment af tho divisions. It might be true that the 11. Para¬ 
treep Copps had more than fulfilled all that had been expected ef it, but at what a 
price U 

c 

And all thia as a consequence of the hopelessly dilettante and completely 

\ 

incompetent assessment .of frontal conditions by higher 'authorities with not tha 

faintest nation af'the real conditions reighring thor*. a state of affairs 

for .v&ich Ail , tha highest instances ware ta blame I ' 

Eugen Meindl, 

General in command, ef 11. Paratroep Carps; 

3 May; 1946. 


(Sgd.) 
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